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THE DUBLIN PENNY JOOENAL. 



IS-2 

gr-evisk lw«. T^e whole of Hie ratlav sutPace of the body 
is of a ftvruginous colour, varying in intensity according 
to nn-e. The legs are sliort, feet pentatiactyle, webbed, ano 
ill the fore feet the vreb extends a short distance beyond 
the claws, is loose, and falls bnok wliea the animal bur- 
rows. Th'e liGjid is fiat ; and from the mouth two lips, or. 
mandible!!, project, resembliiig the beak of a Shovgller- 
(iock ; the lower mandible is shorter and narrovper than 
the upper, and its internal edges are channelled with nu- 
nioroiB xtria;, resonihling, in some degree, those seen in 
the bill of tlie tiuck. The colour of the superior niandi- 
bloabove, when seen in an animal recently taken out of 
the water, is, of a (lull, (lirty, greyish black, covered with 
imiumerable niinuta dots, and- the cartilaginous continua- 
tiftn around the niandible is uniformly smooth and soft. 
The eyes are very small, but brilliant, and of a light brown 
<:i)laiir ; they ara situated rather high up the headv The_ 
external orifice of the ear is situated at the upper part of 
the esiornal inijjle oflheeyej the orifice is easily disco- 
vered when a living specimen is examined,_as the animal 
is then seen iVoijuently to open and close it; butremain- 
jny ci)llap>ed in dead specimens, it is not rendiiy perceived 
by persons unacquainted with its exact situation. From 
this orifice a semicircular cartilnginous canal is continued, 
>vhich tenninatL's at the base of the skull, and probably 
increases the intensity of sound, giving the anihial an 
acute auditory power. The size varies; but the males 
are usually found to be, in a small degree, larger than the 
females ; the average length being from eighteen to twenty 
jiichcs. 

Wlipn the fur is wet tbe animal, lias; a, soiled and far 
from attractive appearance, restnibling rnore a lump of 
dirty freed.'! whielrare often seen floating about the fivers, 
tiian any production of the ahimal kingdom ; it would 
thorefoce often escape observation, but for its paddling, 
motion, in the water; such was its appearance when lying 
doad en the surfi\Ge,oy when drifted by the stream against 
the stun>p of a tree, or; among the reeds and bulrushes 
growing profn^t-ly near and upon the banks of the river. 

When the Ornitborynchus is captured, it makes great 
eilbrts to regain its libiTty, and its loose intcgnments cause 
it to be retained with dilHcuUy, fpr tlie animal feds as if 
it was {XJntainod in a tMck fur has-, under which are very 
powerful ctit:ineou3 muscles. During its struggles to 
escape it makes no attempt to bite, but occa''ionaliy enjits 
a tow gro-.vliiig noi.se. The aborigines use tl\eni for food. 
Tiic nictliods C'ujpioscd ill 'heir ci'ptura are by digging 
tht'in out of tl(e barrows, or by spearing them, 'i'lify 
dig u[) tiio hurrpwi at certain, sea'ons of the year, when 
the ymiug are ucurly f'uH crown, iuid at that time they 
eoasidtj: t^ievft excelk^v^ 9at'??Si ai;id; oft«n ea.ptyre ^lie olil 
animal \\i the same tiiua. 



THE sp^P.lrS' I..\ND. 

ST THE ACTHon OP " S.;t r/YN'." 

Ol\, iieav.tfona nre ti.c foniT. that htand 

Beyond iliiaih'i dusky Viave, 
And heckon to tlie spirits' kind, 

Atjross llie narrow grave ! 

No damp 14 on tfe,e. ffpcd one'.>> brow, 

'No dinmcs'i in bis ej-p ; 
T-hr d?w-, of liciiven rcfrc^li him u()W, 

The fount of light h niiih. 

The parent souls that o'er onr iicd 

Oft poured the miiliiight prayer, 
Now wander wliore their cares are Rad, 
And calmly wsiit us there. 

The dearer still — the do^e nptwined 

With bands of ro.sente line .- 
We thought them fair ; but now wu find 

'Twas Sjut their shade we knew. 

'Tis sweet, wlipn o'er the earth iinfiirieti 
Spring s verdant banner.") wave, 

To thii.-k how fair yon upper work), 
Whkh knows no wijjiry jjr*j'>p. 



'Tis sweet, when tempests earth deform. 
And whirlwinds sweep the sky, 

To know a haven from the storm. 
When worlds thetnselves must die ; 

To know that there in safety rest 

The trantiuil barks of those 
Who, soaring on life's billowy crest. 

Attained to heaven's repose ; 

To know that brethren fondly wtiit 

Our mansion to prepare — 
That death but opes that mansion's gate, 

And, lo ! our souls are there' ! 



IRISH ANJ> BANISH RATIIS. 

Stti-— As. St fonr.tant reader and admirer of yoi;r cheap 
and esc^lient jionnia!, I feci not a, little gratified nt tlie 
increasing prosperity thereof, rs announced in the preface 
of the second volume : and I entertain a sanguine hope 
that ?o vaUuible a penodicid will alwaYS meet i;vith, and 
cotitinue to he held in, the estiniatipn w^iich it so highly 
deserves. 

You will, perhaps, allow me to intrude on yoiiF co- 
lumns a few observations concerning the mffis, or, astlie 
country people call them, /oris, (Irish kara;) ho thickly 
.scattered thronglicut Ireland, and Siiid to have bcpn con. 
striictpd by the Danes. .In reference to these singular 
habitations, one circumstance strikes me Very fo^'oibly, as 
being (to rhyself at least) a very umiccoiintablc difference 
in their formation — namely, that in several parts of Ire.. 
land, in Kerry for instance, all, or most ofthem, areopeiji, 
each having a small door or inlet in the centre ; whileijj 
other parts, as the comity of Limerick, ho passage to th'e 
interior is visible in aiiy of thefn. Some years since Itei 
the curiosity to visit about twenty of these forts, ip 
the neighbourhood of Killarney, and several more in other 
p.arts oflCerry; and found in each an opening in the cen- 
tre, like a small arch; most of them liavi.ng also stoiie 
steps descending to the bottom. I have visited many 
more in the counties of Cork, Limerick, and several othtr 
parts, but could never find the least trace of a passage t^ 
the inside. There is a very large one at Killiiagli, six 
miles S. E. of Newcastle, coimty of Limerick j anti abba;{ 
ten years ago, a gentleman who resided there caused it 
to be dug up by a n timber of his labourers, ir^ order to ex- 
plore the interior, which, however, after digging to a co.n- 
siderable depth, they failed to find. Fo? several miles 
round this place there is scarcely a townland witho,ut one 
of these forts, but no entrance appears to a,ny of them. 

Mr. .Editor, these remarks may appear trifling, or worth 
little notice; but, perhaps, they would, if inserted, eii:'it 
some valuable information from other quarters respecting 
these Danish forts, as they are called. In the hope, there- 
fore, that some of your able correspondents will fayoiit 
us with an exphnalion on this subject, t retjiiest you 
vail give these liuts a place JH the Penny Journal. 

T, G. 



.EXTRAOBDlN'ARy CJueUMSTAKCE. 

Tlie chaplain in Lady Wares'.? family had dreamed t|iat 
on such a day lie should die; but being by aU the family 
laughed outo'f the brlief of it, he had a'must forgotten it, 
(ill the evening before at supper. Tlicre being thirteen 
Bttablejsccordiiigto an old conceit, that one ofthefaniil| 
must soon die, one of the young ladies porntWd to hifni 
that he was the person. Upon this be recoltected his 
dream, and became disconcerted, and Lady Ware reproVf 
ing him for his superstition, he said he wa.s assured' that 
he was to die before morning; hut being perfectly well, he 
was not attended to. It was Saturday night, and he wtis 
to preach next day. Ho retired to h'is room, and sat up 
late, as it appeared by the burning of his candle; he 
had been preparing notes ibr his sermon, btt!; TO ftunii 
dsni in liis bed tlie nuxt niorBJBg, 



